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42 Nebraska Bird Review 
STATUS OF THE COMMON LOON IN NEBRASKA: 
A SUMMER OCCURRENCE IN LANCASTER COUNTY 
The presence Qf nQn-breed~ng immature birds in avian PQPulatiQns 
prQvides SQme unusual distributiQn recQrds fQr the species invQlved. One Qf 
these species is the Common LoQn (Gavia immer) , which is regarded by 
Rapp et al(Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 1958) as "a rare migrant 
thrQughQut Nebraska" and "mQre commQn along the Missouri River". 
On 20 July 1970 the senior authQr QbS<:!rved twO'. CommO'n LQons Qn 
~ranched Oak Lake (SectiQn 32, T-12N, R-5E, Lancaster CQunty). BQth 
LQQns had the dark gray crown, nape and back, and the white underparts, 
throat and fQreneck characteristic Qf winter adults and non-breeding im-
mature birds Qf this species. When the three Qf us returned to' the lake Qn 30 
July 1970, we discQvered that three lQQns were pres~nt. It seems likely that 
two Qf the three birds were the same individuals Qbserved earlier in the 
month, but whether the third loon was simply overlQQked during the first 
visit Qr came to' the lake SQQn thereafter is nQt certain. In Qrder to' determine 
the age of these lO'Qns and to secure a specimen record we pursued one Qf 
them and finally collected it. The specimen ( ZlVI # 12420 ) appears to' be 
in a Prealternate I mQlt, which is a replacement of the Basic I plumage. 
This is a variable and mixed plumage with parts Qf the Basic I plumage 
and SQme juvenal feathers present (Palmer, HandbQQk of North American 
Birds, Vol. 1., 1962). The mantle feather tips are brownish gray, with the 
dark hindneck sharply defined a.gainst the sides Qf the neck; thrQat and 
fQreneck are white with no brQwn speckles; retrices have white tips. The 
Qverall effect is a gray plumage with nO' white spotting. The reaSQn these 
immature loons are fQund in Nebraska during the summer months is PQS-
sibly best explained by Palmer (op cit) who nQtes that "immatures dO' not 
Qrdinarly accompany those of breeding age to' the fresh-water breeding 
grQunds but remain mQstly Qn cQastal salt water, less often on fresh water 
lakes". 
A literature review reveals that Qur recQrd is Qnly the secQnd mid-sum-
mer Qccurrence ever repQrted fQr the state of Nebraska. The first recQrd 
was in central Adams CQunty Qn 14 July 1965 (NBR 34 :51, 1966). Inter-
estingly enough two Qf the three recQrds fQr Adams CQunty are in the 
summer. The other summer recQrd was 26 June 1957 (NBR 25 :52, 1967). The 
literature also reveals a large accumulation Qf records since Swenk (NBR 
1:87-90,1933) published his synQPsis Qn the lQoms in 1933. This has prQmpted 
us to' re-examine the status Qf the Common Loon in Nebraska. 
The distributiQn Qf recQrds fQr the CQmmQn Loon appears to' be state 
wide (Fig. 1). It has been recQrded in 29 Nebraska cQunties, with a ma-
jQrity Qf the published recQrds since 1933 cQming frQm DQuglas (17), Lin-
cQln (9), and Lancaster (8) CQunties. It is interesting to' note that 11 coun-
ties cited by Swenk (op cit) have nQt had recQrds Qf loons since 1933. HQw-
ever, this apparently stems from the variable distributiQn Qf competent ob-
servers Qver the CQurse Qf time. A majQrity Qf the 18 cQunties repQrting IOQns 
since 1933 have at least two recQrds, and three cQunties (Adams, Dawes, and 
Keith) have three recQrds. 
The CQmmQn Loon has been fQund during mQst months Qf the year in 
Nebraska, including the periQd between 28 December and the end of Febru-
ary. Swenk (op cit) used the absence Qf recQrds between these dates fQr 
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Figure 2. Monthly distribution of records for the Common Loon in N e-
hraska. There are no published records for the month 
of Fehruary. 
concluding that the species did not winter in the state. The distribution of 
records over the calendar year (Fig. 2) indicates that the Common Loon is 
most frequently observed in the state during April and May in the spring 
and during Octoher and N ovemberin the fall. 
The numher of Common Loons ohserved each year in N ehraska suggests 
that a change of status for this species may he in order. The average numher 
of loons ohserved per year during the past 20 years is three. Although there 
have been as few as one ohserved per year, some years have produced as 
many as seven (1957) loon observations. Based on the terms of number as set 
forth in the Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds the status of the Common 
Loon might be more correctly cited as an "uncommon migrant" than as a 
"rare migrant" throughout Nebraska. 
Calvin L. Cink, Daniel E. Hatch, 
and Douglas Liesveldt 
Department of Zoology 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
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1971 (FORTY-SIXTH) SPRING MIGRATION 
AND OCCURRENCE REPORT 
45 
Two hundred and seventy three species were reported from eleven lo-
calities in the 1971 spring reports, and this happens to be the same num-
ber of species and the same number of localities covered by the 1970 report. 
The total for both years might have been one greater had the unidentified 
Empidonax sp. been identified as one not reported. Flickers were not split; 
Scotts Bluff, Lincoln, and Lancaster reported both Red-shafted and 
Yellow-shafted; Brown Red-shafted only; Dawes, Custer, Douglas 
Sarpy, and Nemaha only "Flickers"; and Greeley and Adams only Yellow-
shafted. The 1969 report covered 268 species from sixteen localities, but 
three of the localities reprsented one-or two-day observations. In 1968 
274 species were reported from sixteen localities. 
The symbols used in the tabulation are: 
Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months. 
W - to indicate a species which was present before January l. 
- S to indicate a species which remained after June 30. 
P to indicate a species which is present all year, although the same 
individual birds may not be present during the whole year, and the number 
of birds present may vary greatly during the year. (W - S indicates much 
the same thing, but is used in cases which are considered special circum-
stances rather than the normal pattern.) 
Spr. in the McPherson column to indicate birds which presumably 
passed through before observations began. 
Two dates indicate the first and last record for the area. The informa-
tion is presented in a rough west (left column) to east (right column) order, 
with areas of about the same longitude presented in a north to south order, 
The names of the reporters (and of the observers where known) and any 
special comments are given below in alphabetical order by counties. The 
number of species for each report is shown in parenthesis. In making this 
count "Empidonax sp." is not counted if a specific species is also listed. 
Adams (122), Hastings: Mrs. O. W. Ritchey (reporter), Harold 
Turner of Kenesaw, and others not specifically named. The Townsend's 
and Black-throated Gray Warblers were reported by Mrs. Clifford Ken-
nedy. One Brown Thrasher was seen all winter. 
Brown (127), Ainsworth; Mrs. Edith Hurlburt. The Bald Eagles were 
seen along the Niobrara River. Bobolinks were seen in Keya Paha County 
from June 20 on. 
Custer (100), Merna; Mrs. Ray Kieborz. 
Dawes (112), Chadron; Doris Gates. Most of the dates apparently 
are first dates, but the one for Broad-winged Hawk was marked as the 
last date. A Myrtle Warbler was at a feeder near Chadron State Park 
January 2, and Mrs. Jerome Uridil had had one earlier at her suet feede·r. 
Robins were common all winter, probably because of the available fruit -
choke cherries, plums, juniper, and hackberry. Evening Grosbeaks were 
scarce, and seen only once - a flock of twelve. 
Text continued on page 57 
46 Nebraska Bird Review 
Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- Brown Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- DJug- Ne-
Bluff coIn ter ley caster Sarpy maha 
Comrron Loon Ap 8 Myl 
Horned Grebe Ap 23 Ap 17 AD 14 
My2 
Eared Grebe Ap 29 Ap 17 My 26 Ap 23 Ap 8 Ap 25 
My 16 - S Ap 28 My 16 My 1 
Western Grebe My 9 Je 24 
My 29 - S 
Pied-billed Grebe Ap 24 Ap 16 Mr 13 Mr 20 Mr 17 Mr 17 
Je 9 Mr 27 My 15 My 27 Je 5 
White Pelican Ap 20 Ap Ap 20 My 1 
Ap 22 My 9 
DJub1e-crested Ap 8 Ap 17 Ap 4 Ap 7 
CorrrDrant - S My 13 My 1 
Great Blue Heron Ap 2 Ap 12 My 26 Ap 12 Mr 27 Ap 4 Ap 4 Ap 29 
- S - S - S - S tty 27 - S - S 
Green Heron Mr 20 Je Ap 23 Ap 21 
Mr 27 My 28 - S 
Little Blue Heron Ap 
Comrron Egret Ap 26 
Black-crowned My 14 My 26 Je 20 My 27 Ap 17 
Night Heron - S S - S My8 
Yellow-crowned My 28 
Night Heron Je 28 
Least Bittern My 18 My 27 
- S Je 
American Bittern My 15 S Ap 14 
My 5 
Canada Goose W - Mr 27 W - Mr 22 Mr Ap Fe 13 W - Fe 21 Mr 1 
Ap 4 Fe 5 Mr 27 Mr 12 Ap 13 Ap 24 
White-fronted Goose Mr 16 Mr 10 Mr 27 
Ap 10 Mr 27 Mr 31 
Snow Goose Ap 17 Mr 27 Mr 16 Mr 10 Mr 12 Mr 1 
Mr 28 My 1 My8 
Blue Goose Mr 10 Mr 12 Mr 1 
Ap 26 My 13 
Mallard P Mr 16 My 26 P Mr 27 Mr Ap Mr 12 P Mr13Ap7 
- S Mr 31 Je - S My 28 My9 Ap 19 
Gadwall Mr 27 Ap 17 Ap 11 Mr 10 Mr 17 
My 15 My 27 My 4 
Pintail W - Mr 16 My 26 PoI' 23 Mr 20 Mr Fe 19 W - Mr 16 
My 15 - S Mr 31 My 15 - S Myl 
Green-winged Teal Mr 28 Mr 27 My 26 Ap 13 Ap Mr 28 Mr 17 Ap 13 
Ap 4 - S Ap 11 My 18 My 22 
Blue-winged Teal Ap 15 Ap 27 My 26 Ap 12 Ap 10 Mr Ap 11 Mr 10 Mr 20 My7 
Je 20 - S - S - S Ap Je 11 - S Je 5 
Nebraska Bird Review 47 
Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- Brown Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Lbug- Ne-
Bluff coln ter ley caster Sarpy rnaha 
American Widgeon Mr 16 Mr 27 Mr 14 W - Mr 20 
My 15 Mr 27 My 27 My 9 
Shoveler Mr 21 Ap My 26 Ap l3 Ap Ap Mr 27 Mr 10 Mr 16 
t1y 15 - S - S My Je 27 My 20 My 22 
Wood Duck Mr 27 My Ap 4 Mr l3 
Je - S - S 
Redhead Mr 14 Mr 27 Je 11 Mr Mr14Mr4 11lc 12 
My2 My 15 Ap 3 Ap 10 
Ring-necked Duck Mr Mr 26 \~ - Mr 20 
Ap 13 My 1 
Canvasback Ap 24 Ap 17 My 20 Ap Ap Ap 17 W - Mr 12 
- S My Ap 16 Ap 30 
Lesser Scaup Ap 20 Ap 17 Mr 31 Mr Ap 8 W - Mr 16 
Ap 11 Ap My 28 My 1 
Common Goldeneye Mr 21 Ap 13 W - Fe 20 
Ap 30 Mr 20 Ap 4 
Bufflehead Ap 17 Ap 11 tA.r Mr 27 W - Mr 21 
Ap My1 My1 
White-winged Sooter Ap 4 
Ruddy Duck My2 Ap 17 My 26 My 20 Mr 17 Ap 17 
- S My 27 My 18 My l3 
Hooded Merganser tlr 20 
Common Merganser W - Mr 20 Mr \~ - Fe 11 
Mr 25 Mr 27 Ap l3 My 1 
Red-breasted Mr 20 
Merganser Ap 6 
Turkey Vulture My 2 Ap 10 Ja 26 My Ap 18 Ap 15 
Je 26 Ap 11 Je - S Ap 30 
Sharp-shinned Hawk Ja 17 
Ap 8 
Cooper's Hawk Ja 2 Fe 10 P 
Red-tailed Hawk P P Je 14 Mr 19 P P P Mr 21 P P P 
- S Je 6 
Harlan's Hawk Ap 24 
Red-shouldered Hawk p 
Broad-winged Hawk Ap 16 Ap 21 
Je 1 
Swainson's Hawk S Ap 11 Ja Ja 9 Ja 14 My 1 
- S Je Je 25 
Rough-legged Hawk Ja 2 Fe 20 Ja W - Ja 9 
Fe 27 Je Ja 20 My 1 
Ferruginous Hawk "no 
datel! 
Golden Eagle P p Ja 
Ap 
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Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- BrcMI1 Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff coln ter ley caster Sarpy maha 
Bald Eagle W - W W - W - Mr My 20 Fe 11 Mr 5 
Fe 4 Mrl Ja 10 Mr 30 Mr 16 
M3.rsh Hawk P Ja 2 S P My 22 Ap P P P Fe 20 P 
- S My Ap 21 
Osprey Ap 10 
Prairie Falcon Mr 16 Fe 9 Ja 26 
Mr27 
Peregrine Falcon Ja 29 
Sparrow Hawk P P S P Je 19 P P P P P P 
- S 
Greater Prairie My 26 P P W -
Chicken - S Mr 
Sharp-tailed Grouse P My 26 P P W -
- S Mr 
Bobwhite P P P P P P P P P 
Ring-necked Pheasant P P S P P P P P P P P 
Chukar W -
Mr 
Turkey P P P 
Sandhill Crane Fe 17 Mr 20 Ap Ap Fe 13 
My4 Ap 28 
King Rail My 20 
Virginia Rail My 27 
Sora My 1 Ap 29 
My 20 My l3 
Yellow Rail My 
Arrerican Coot Mr 30 Ap 17 My 26 Ap 13 Ap 20 Mr Mr 20 Mr 17 Mr 16 
Ap 24 - S - S - S Ap Je 27 Je 23 Je 2 
Semipalmated Plover My 26 Ap 26 Ap 29 
- S My3 My 13 
Piping Plover My 1 Ap 24 
Ap 25 
Killdeer Mr 20 Mr 27 My 26 Mr 13 Mr 20 Mr Mr P Mr 10 Mr 12 Mr 15 
- S - S - S - S - S - S S S - S 
Arrerican Golden Ap 13 Ap 29 
Plover Ap 16 My 10 
Arrerican Woodcock Mr 14 
Ap 30 
COlIlIIDn Snipe Ap 27 Ap 13 Ap 23 
My 15 Ap 30 My 1 
Long-billed Curlew Ap 18 Ap 18 My 26 Mr 20 
My 15 - S 
Upland Plover My9 My 26 Ap 28 Ap 20 Ap My8 Ap 28 Ap 24 
- S - S - S - S - S My 18 Je 19 
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Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- BrDwn Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff coIn ter ley caster Sarpy rraha 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Willet 
Greater Yellcwlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
My 9 
My 15 
Ap 22 
My8 My 26 
My 15 - S 
Ap 18 Ap 27 My 26 
- S 
Ap 15 
My9 
My 26 
- S 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Baird's Sandpiper 
My 
Ap 28 
Ap 
Least Sandpiper My 26 Ap 28 Ap 
Dunlin 
Dowitcher sp. My 15 My 
Semipalmated Sandpiper -
Buff-breasted Sandpiper -
Marbled Godwit 
Hudsonian Godwit 
Sanderling 
American Avocet 
Wilson's Phalarupe 
Glaucous Gull 
Herring Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Franklin's Gull 
Bonaparte's Gull 
Forster's Tern 
Comm::m Tern 
Ap 21 
Ap 30 
Je 13 
My2 
My 16 
Mr21 
My 20 
Mr 27 
Mr 30 Ap 27 
Ap 20 
My 26 
My 26 Ap 13 
My 26 
Spr. 
My 26 Ap 28 Ap 29 
- S 
Ja 16 
Mr 10 
- S 
Ap 10 My 17 
- S 
Ap 28 
- S 
- S 
Mr 
Ap 
Ap 
My 
Ap 13 Ap 23 
My 5 - S 
Ap 30 My 1 
My9 
Ap 29 Ap 25 
My8 
Ap 16 Mr 27 
Myl My 13 
Ap 11 Ap 13 Ap 24 
My 12 My 10 
Ap 14 Ap 23 
My8 My 15 
My 16 My 1 
My3 My9 
My8 My 10 
Ap 13 My 8 
My 16 My 10 
Myl 
Ap 16 My9 
My5 
Myl 
Myl 
Ap 26 
Ap 29 
Ap 24 
My 12 
Ap 2 
Ap 26 
My 15 My 16 
My 15 Ap 25 My 8 
My13My9 
Mr 20 
Mr 21 
Mr 20 
Myl 
Ap 28 Mr 17 Mr 14 
Ap 29 My 4 
Ap Ap 17 Mr 10 Mr 22 
- S My 27 Ap 20 Je 2 
My 1 Ap 
Ap 23 Ap 25 
Myl 
Mr 18 Ap 24 
My 16 Je 6 
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Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- Brown Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- wug- Ne-
Bluff coIn ter ley caster Sarpy maha 
Caspian Tern My 28 
Black Tern My 18 My 26 My My 15 Ap 23 My 4 
My 26 - S My 26 My 15 
Rock wve P P P P P P P P P 
Mourning wve Ja 8 Ap 6 My 26 Ap 4 Mr 20 Fe Ap P P W - Fe 16 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S S 
Yellow-billed Je 13 Je 14 Je Je My 15 My 25 My 9 My 21 
Cuckoo - S - S - S - S S - S - S 
Black-billed Je 23 Je 20 Je Je My 16 My 17 
Cuckoo - S - S - S - S - S 
Barn Owl My 22 Ja 1 
Screech Owl P P P P P 
Great Horned Owl P P P P P P P P P P 
Snowy Owl W - W -
Ap 20 Mr 12 
Burrc:wing Owl My2 Ap 18 Je 14 Je 20 Ap 20 Je Ap 15 
- S - S - S - S - S My 15 
Barred Owl P P 
Long-eared Owl My8 Ap 24 
Short-eared Owl My W - Ja 24 
Ja 18 
Chuck-willls-widow Je 1 
Je 8 
Whip-poor-will Ap 15 
- S 
Poor-will Je 24 Ap 25 
- S 
Common Nighthawk My 30 Je 1 My 27 Je 1 Je 5 Je Je Je 2 My8 My2 My 8 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Chimney Swift My 9 My 7 Ap Ap 28 Ap 21 Ap 24 Ap 28 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
White-throated Swift Ap 28 My 
- S 
Ruby-throated My 23 My 5 My9 My 26 
Hummingbird My 14 - S - S 
Belted Kingfisher P Fe 16 Je 16 Ja 16 Mr 20 Mr Je P P Fe 18 Ap 20 
- S - S - S - S - S My 6 
Flicker P Ja 2 Fe 12 P P My P P P P 
- S - S 
Red-bellied My 15 P P P 
Woodpecker 
Red-headed My 22 My 21 My 29 My 2 My 6 My Ap My4 Ap 24 W - P 
Woodpecker - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
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Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- B:rown Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff coln ter ley caster Sarpy maha 
Yellow-bellied Ap 4 
Sapsucker 
Hairy Wood!Jecker P Ja 2 P P P P P P P 
D:::Mny Woodpecker P Ja 2 P P P P P P P P 
Eastern Kingbird My4 My 11 My 26 My 5 Fe 10 My Mr My4 Myl Myl My6 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Western Kingbird Myl My8 My 26 My 4 Ap 20 Ap Mr My3 Myl Myl My 15 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Great Crested My 30 My 15 My 3 Myl Ap 30 
Flycat<;her - S - S - S 
Eastern Phoebe My8 Mr 20 Ap My 15 Ap 24 Mr 31 Ap 24 
- S - S - S - S - S 
Say's Phoebe Ap 2 Ap 23 Ap 10 Ap My 15 
- S - S - S 
Acadian Flycatcher My 21 
Je 1 
Traill's Flycatcher Je 6 My 27 Je 3 
Je 7 - S Je 21 
Least Flycatcher My 18 My My 15 My 25 My 8 
My 23 My 27 My 21 
Errpidonax sp. My5 My 15 
Eastern Wood Pewee Je 10 Myl My 13 
- S - S - S 
Western Wood Pewee My 17 My 30 
- S 
Olive-sided Flycatcher Je 1 
Horned Lark p P P P My 22 P P P P P P 
- S 
Violet-green Swallow My 15 
Tree Swallow My 17 My 10 Ap 16 Ap 24 
My 25 Je 15 
Bank Swallow My 11 My 10 My 15 Myl 
- S - S - S 
Rough-winged Swallow Ap 18 My 14 Je 20 Ap My8 Ap 15 My 1 
Ap 20 
- S - S - S My 15 - S - S :.. S 
Barn Swallow Ap 23 My 26 My 1 Mr 26 Ap Ap Ap 17 Ap 13 Ap 16 My 2 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Cliff Swallow My 12 Ap 28 Je 20 My 27 My 1 Ap 30 
- S - S - S Je 7 - S 
Purple Martin My 20 My 22 Ap Mr 30 Ap 14 Ap 6 Mr22 
- S - S - S - S - S -S - S 
Blue Jay P Ja 2 My 26 Mr 26 P P My P P 
P P 
- S - S - S 
Black-billed Magpie P P P P P P P 
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Scotts IBwes McPh. Lin- BrcMIl Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Ibug- Ne-
Bluff coln ter ley caster Sarpy maha 
Comrron Crow P P P P P P P P P P 
Pinon Jay P 
Black-capped Chickadee P P P P P P P P P P 
Tufted Ti trrouse P P P 
White-breasted P W - W - P P P P 
Nuthatch Fe My 
Red-breasted W - P W - P W - W -
Nuthatch Mlc2 Fe Ja 5 Mlc 12 
Brown Creeper W - P W - " - W - W - W -
Mlc3 Fe Mlc 27 My 1 Ja 8 
House Wren My2 My 8 Ap 30 My 22 My Je Ap 19 Ap 14 Ap 17 Ap 4 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Winter Wren Ja Fe 11 
Mlc Mlcll 
Carolina Wren P P 
Long-billed Ap 30 Ap 24 
Marsh Wren My5 My1 
Short-billed Je 20 Je 3 Myl 
Marsh Wren 
Rock Wren Ap 18 Je 1 
- S 
Mockingbird My4 My8 Ap 19 Ap Ap 24 Ap 21 Ap 4 
- S - S - S - S Je 5 Je 17 
Catbird My 31 My 28 My Je My 15 Ap 30 My 1 Ap 30 
Je 1 - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
BrcMIl Thrasher Ap 30 My 8 My 26 My 30 My 25 My My Ap 21 Ap 14 Ap 17 S 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Robin P Ja 2 My 26 P P P P P P Fe 20 P 
- S - S 
Wood Thrush Je 27 My 15 My 25 My 1 
- S - S 
Hem t Thrush Ap 11 Mlc 19 Ap 17 
Ap 25 Ap 25 
Swainson's Thrush Ap 22 My 26 My 18 My My 15 Ap 21 Ap 23 
Je 3 Je 1 My 18 Je 6 My 26 
Gray-cheeked Thrush My 11 My My 15 My 9 Ap 25 
My 18 
Eastern Bluebird My 3 Fe 10 Je Mlc 14 
- S - S - S - S P P P 
Mountain Bluebird Mlc 17 Ap 12 Fe 18 
My5 
Townsend's W - W 
Solitaire Ap 20 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher My1 
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Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- BrDwn Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff coln ter ley caster Sarpy maha 
Golden-crDWIled Ja 2 My 10 W - Mr> 20 tv -
Kinglet Ja Ap 3 Ap 10 
Ruby-crDWIled My 29 Ap 27 Mr> 20 Mr> 31 
Kinglet My6 My 10 
Water Pipit Ap 25 
Sprague's Pipit Ap 1 
Bohemian Waxwing Ja 2 Ja 17 
Cedar Waxwing W - Fe 9 Ja W - W - Mr>4 
Je 3 Ap My 15 Je 3 Je 15 
Northern "Shrike W - Ja 1 W -
Mr>7 Fe 2 
Loggerhead Shrike Ap 23 Ja 2 My 26 Fe 12 Mr> 20 Ja Ap Mr> 20 W- Fe 18 Ap 2 
- S - S - S - S - S Je 18 - S - S Ap 30 
Starling P Ja 2 S P P P P P P P P 
White-eyed Vireo My 15 
Je 1 
Bell's Vireo My 21 Je 10 My My 15 My 18 My 1 
- S - S - S - S 
Ye11eM'-throated My 22 Ap 28 
Vireo - S - s 
Solitary Vireo My8 My4 
My 10 
Red-eyed Vireo My 28 Je 6 My 17 My 22 My My 15 My 8 My1 
- S - S - S - S Je 2 - S 
Philadelphia Vireo My 15 Ap 23 
Warbling Vireo My 12 My 14 My 20 My 22 Ap Ap 30 Ap 30 Ap 23 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Black-and-white My 14 Ap 20 My My9 Ap 25 
Warbler My 22 My 16 My 10 
Blue-winged Warbler My 22 My5 
MY8 
Tennessee Warbler Ap 24 My 1 
My 18 My 26 
Orange-crDWIled Ap 30 My 4 My 30 My3 Myl Ap 25 
Warbler My 11 My 23 My 12 My 12 
Nashville Warbler Je My3 Ap 24 
My 12 My 12 
Ye11eM' Warbler My7 My 11 My 30 My 14 My 12 Ap Ap 25 Ap 19 Ap 29 
- S - S - S - S Je 10 - S - S 
Cape May Warbler Myl 
My9 
Magnolia Warbler My 10 My 1 
My 27 
Myrtle Warbler Ap 24 Ap 27 My 12 Ap Ap 24 Ap 24 Ap 23 Ap 14 
My6 My My 11 My 16 My 16 
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Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- Brown Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Ibug- Ne-
Bluff coln ter ley caster Sarpy maha 
Audubon's Warbler 
Black-throated 
Gray Warbler 
Townsend's Warbler 
BIack-throated 
Green Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Yellow-throated 
Warbler 
Ap 24 My 14 
My 11 
Chestnut-sided Warbler -
Blackpoll Warbler 
Pa1m Warbler 
Ovenbird My 13 My 30 
Northern Waterthrush 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Kentucky Warbler 
Mourning Warbler 
My 30 
My 22 
My 12 
Yellowthroat My7 
- S 
My 27 My 15. My 12 My 
Je 3 - S - S - S 
Yellow-breasted Chat My 10 My 30 Je 1 
- S 
Hooded Warbler 
. , \ 
W~lson s Warb~r 
Arrerican Reds tart:·· 
House Sparrow 
Bobolink 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Meadowlark sp. 
Western Meadowlark 
My 15 
My 27 
My 15 My 18 My 27 
My 27 My 30 
P P P 
Je 30 Je 3 
Je 25 
P P My 26 
- S 
P 
My 10 My 
- S· - S 
P P 
My 15 Je 20 
- S - S 
Ap 10 Ap 20 
- S - S 
P P P 
My 11 
My 11 
My4 
My 10 
My 21 
Je 23 
Ap 30 My6 
Je 29 
My 25 
My 27 
My 12 My 23 My 9 
Je 11 My 13 
Ap 30 
My 10 
My6 Ap 24 
My 21 '- S 
Myl 
My 12 
Mr 31 
My 13 
My9 
Je 26 
My 23 My 9 
My 26 
Je My 15 Ap 24 My 1 Je 15 
- S - S - S - S 
Je 2 My9 
- S 
Ap 21 
My 16 
My 18 
Je My 15 My 8 My4 
- S My 20 - S 
P P P P P 
Je Myl My 22 
- S - S 
Mr> 17 Mr 27 My 23 
- S - S - S 
P P 
P P P Ja 16 Ap 25 
- S - S 
Nebraska Bird Review 55 
Scotts Dawes McPh. Lin- Brown Cus- Gree- Adams Lan- Dcug- Ne-
Bluff coln ter ley caster Sarpy lII'lha 
Yellcw-headed Ap 30 Ap 27 My 26 Ap 24 My 15 My My Ap 21 My 5 Ap 17 
Blackbird - S - S - S - S - S My 15 My 6 - S 
Red-winged P Mr> 27 My 26 P Mr> 20 Fe Ap Ja 13 Mr> 12 W - Ja 3 
Blackbird - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Orchard Oriole Je 19 My 30 My 14 My 20 My Je My7 Ap 30 My 3 Je 13 
- S - S - S - S - S ~ S Je 8 - S - S - S 
Baltimore Oriole My 15 My 28 My 8 My 20 Ap My Ap 23 Ap 30 My 1 Ap 24 
My 29 S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Bullock's Oriole My 15 My 18 
- S 
Rusty Blackbird Ap 27 W -
Fe 11 
Brewer's Blackbird My2 Ap 27 Ap 23 Je 28 Ap 7 
My 11 - S My1 
Comrron Grackle Mr> 30 Ap 13 Ap 3 Ap 27 Mr> Ap P W - W - P 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Brown-headed Cowbird My2 Ap 23 Je 20 My 26 Fe 27 Ap Ap Ja 3 W - Mr> 13 Ap 11 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Western Tanager Je 7 My 29 
Scarlet Tanager My 13 My 2 
- S 
Cardinal P P P P P P P 
Rose-breasted My 23 My 22 My4 My5 Ap 28 Je 16 
Grosbeak - S My 15 - S - S - S 
Black-headed Je 2 My 18 My 25 Je My 15 My 25 
Grosbeak - S - S - S Je 28 
Blue Grosbeak My 17 My 26 Je 16 Je 20 Je 6 My 20 My 22 
- S - S - S - S - S - S 
Indigo Bunting My 21 Je 20 My Je 8 My8 My9 Je 16 
Je 3 - S - S - S - S - S 
Lazuli Bunting My4 
- S 
Dickcissel Je 17 Je 4 Je 20 My My My l3My 8 Myl My5 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Evening Grosbeak W - Fe l3 Ap 10 
Ja 10 
Purple Finch W- Fe 16 
Ap 7 Ap 24 
House Finch P 
Pine Grosbeak Mr 10 
Comrron Redpoll My 22 My 15 W -
Ja 28 
Pine Siskin P P My6 W - My 15 W -
- S Fe 10 Ja 19 
American Goldfinch P P P P P P P P P P P 
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Red Crossbill Ap 20 
Rufous-sided Towhee Ap 24 Ap 27 Spr. Ap 25 My 22 My Ap 21 W - W - Ap 29 
- S - S - S - S My 11 - S - S - S 
Lark Bunting My2 My7 My 26 My 17 Je 10 My My My 15 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Savannah Sparrow Ap 14 Ap 24 
Myl My8 
Grasshopper Sparrow Je 5 My 22 My Ap 28 My 1 Myl Ap 29 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S 
Baird's Sparrow My 
Le Conte's Sparrow Ap 24 
Vesper Sparrow Ap 25 Ap 18 Ap 15 My 18 My 1 
- S - S - S 
Lark Sparrow Ap 30 Ap 18 My 26 My 6 My 22 My Je My 15 My 18 Ap 11 My 6 
- S - S - S - S - S - S - S Je 5 
White-winged Junco P 
Slate-colored Junco W - W W - W - W - W - w- w - w - w -
Ja 10 Mr 27 Fe Ap ~lr Ap 11 Ap 12 Ap 24 Ap 14 
Oregon Junco W - W W - W - W - W - W - Fe 9 
Mr 27 Mr 27 Mr Mr 25 Ap 2 Mr 28 Fe 23 
Tree Sparr eM W - W W W - W W - W - W - W - W - W -
Mr21 Mr 27 Mr My Ap 7 Ap 3 My1 Ja 18 
Chipping Sparrow My4 Ap 27 My 12 My Je My3 Ap 23 Ap 17 Ap 12 
- S - S My 17 - S - S - S 
Clay-colored Sparrow My4 Ap 13 Ap My3 My8 My3 
My 20 My 19 My My 15 My 18 My 13 
Brewer's Sparrow My 15 My4 
Field SparTOW Je 3 Ap 23 My 22 Ap Ap Ja 4 Ap 23 Ap 12 Ap 30 
- S - S - S - S Ap 19 - S - S - S 
Harris' Sparrow W - Ja 3 Ap 23 t'iy 22 W - w- w- w-
My 11 My6 My l3 My 10 My 15 Ap 30 
White-crowned W - Ap 27 Ap 20 Ap 10 Ja Ap 28 My 3 Myl Ja 25 
Sparrow Ap 30 My My4 My 16 My 12 Mr 24 
White-throated Ap 23 Ap 10 Ap 13 w- Ap 17 
Spa~ My6 My 12 
Fox Sparrow Ja 16 My 22 Mr11 
Ap 21 
Lincoln's Sparrow My7 My 15 My 1 Mr 14 
My 18 My 16 
Song Sparrow Fe 13 My 22 Ap Mr 26 W - W - w-
Mr8 My 15 My 18 - S Fe 23 
Lapland Longspur Ja 1 W - W -
Fe Fe 10 
Snow Bunting Mr 23 W - Ja 20 
Fe Fe 10 
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Douglas-Sarpy (202), Omaha and Bellevue; Carl Swanson, Teta Kain, 
Mrs. S. A. Perkins, Mr. and Mrs. Loren Padelford, R. G. Cortelyou (re-
porters); Rose Anderson, Evelyn Conrad, Rev. A. J. Dachauer, Mrs. R. F. 
Ferguson, William Fiske, Rev. T. A. Hoffman, Johnny Hurley, Clyde 
Johnson, Glenn LeUioyt, Mrs. Marie Pluta, Dick Russell, David Thorn-
dike, Roger Sharpe, Mrs. Melba Wiig. Possible Ross' Geese seen March 28 
(NBR 39 :37) are not included in the tabulation. A small flock of Ruddy 
Ducks, with a male in full breeding plumage, was seen June 15. The Yel-
low Rail was seen at close range by Melba Wiig and Teta Kain. The identi-
fication was based! on the coloring, size, and white wing patch. It was seen 
about 8 AM on a sunny, warm, misty day, in a swampy area on the south-
west side of Lake Manawa, where they had observed many Soars. The 
Glaucous Gull was seen on Lake Manawa (where one was seen December 
26 (NBR 39 :8) by many observers as the word got around. It was with a 
large flock of gulls (mostly Ring-billeds) and stood out because of its size 
and light color. About 4 PM of February 18, which was a cold, overcast, 
drizzly day, Teta Kain saw what she took for a Mountain Bluebird in her 
back yard in the Capehart Housing, neal' Bellevue. She called Mrs. Pluta 
and described the bird to Mrs. Pluta as she watched! it hawking low over 
the ground about twenty feet away. There was no red visible on it, and 
no eye ring. They both agreed that it fitted the description of a Mountain 
Bluebird, and when Mrs. Kain did see Mountain Bluebirds on her vacation 
later on she was convinced that the identification was right. She observed 
the bird for about fifteen minutes, until it flew away to the northwest. It 
was not observed again. The 1970 Fall Occurrence Report reported! a pair 
of wintering Baltimore Orioles. The female was last seen about the time 
of the snow in January; the male stayed through the summer. A late 
Rusty Blackbird was seen April 5. 
Greeley (67), Greeley; Douglas Moody. 
Lancaster (192), Lincoln; Shirley and Howard Doole, Dr. Esther Ben-
nett, Gal Cink (reporters), Ray Goldstein. A Dowitcher seen May 3 and 5 
was reported as a Short-billed. The Bohemian Waxwings (foul') were in 
with a flock of Cedar Waxings. See page 63 for a report on a Cattle Egret 
record, not included in the tabulation. 
Lincoln (107), Hershey; Mrs. M. A. Cox. 
McPherson (77), Tryon; Mrs. Oona Bassett. The dates begin with 
May 26, when Mrs. Bassett returned to the ranch. The Dowitcher was 
reported as a Long-billed. 
Nemaha (85), Auburn; Mrs. B. F. Mowery, (reporter), Dr. and Mrs. 
E. W. Peck, and Mr. and Mrs. Max Leonard, Auburn; Ida May Heywood and 
Mary Alice Vernon, Peru; Steve Garber and Tim Collin, Brownville. The 
Chuck-will's-widow was heard by Miss Heywood. She also had a Brown 
Thrasher at her feeder from January 18 to February 8. Through June 11 
Miss Vernon though she had no bluebirds in her bluebird houses. She had 
had nesting birds every previous year since she put up the houses. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Scotts Bluff (141), Scottsbluff; Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (reporter), Mrs. 
M. A. Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brashear, Mrs. Lee Kenitz, Mrs. Alvin Vance. 
The Chukar was seen around the Kenitz home in Gering up to about the. 
end of March. The Hooded Warbler was found at the Witschy home. 
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SOME INTERESTING SUMMER BIRD RECORDS 
FOR LANCASTER COUNTY IN 1970 
In the course of observations during the summer of 1970, I obtained 
several breeding records and sight records for birds not commonly noted in 
Lancaster County. They are presented! here to document their occurrence 
and thus extend distributional knowledge of these species in eastern N e-
braska. 
Species Accounts 
Pied-billed Grebe: Ppdilymbus podiceps (Linnaeus) - One adult of this 
species was observed on Yankee Hill Reservoir· (Section 30, T-9N, 
R-6E) on 20 June. Two young were observed on a small im-
poundment 2% miles southwest of Sprague (Section 7, T-7N, 
R-6E) on 6 JUly. Rapp et al (1958) note that this species does 
breed in suitable localities in areas of the state other than the 
sandhills. Evans and Wolfe (1967) noted several broods of this 
species in Clay County. 
Least Bittern: Ixobrychus exilis (Gmelin) - A nest of this species was 
found on 4 June in marshes north of Lincoln on 48th Street 
(Section 5, T-10N, R-7E). The nest was in dense cattail about 
six inches off the water and contained four eggs. Several adults 
(both male and female) were observed on this marsh all summer. 
A female Least Bittern was observed twice (2 June and 11 July) 
on a small marsh southwest of Sprague (Section 7, T-7N, R-6E) 
but no evidence of nest or young was ever found. Rapp· et al. 
(1958) note that this species breeds in suitable localities through-
out the state but its status is still poorly known. 
Gadwall: Anas strepera Linnaeus - An adult with six young (about three 
weeks old) was observed on Branched Oak Lake (Section 31, 
T-12N, R-5E) on 3 July. Rapp et al (1958) note that this species 
is a common breeder in the Sandhill region but give no indica-
tion of its status in the eastern part of the state. Evans and 
Wolfe (1967) noted that the Gadwall was only an occasional 
nester in Clay County. 
King Rail: Rallus elegans Audubon - An adult of this species was observed 
on a marsh north of Lincoln (Section 5, T-10N, R-7E) on 8 
June. Several observers noted King Rails on this marsh at other 
times during the summer (Mr. and Mrs. John Ott, pers. comm.) 
suggesting that it probably breeds here. Although Zimmer (1910) 
found it nesting around Lincoln, there have been no definite re-
cords since. 
Tree Swallow: lripoprocne bicolor (Vieilllot) - A pair of these birds was 
first observed along the Olive Branch of Salt Creek near Kramer, 
Nebraska (Section 10, T-7N, R-5E) on 20 June. They were 
subsequently seen on several visits to the same area (22 June 
and 2 July) but no nest cavity was ever found. Tree Swallows 
are regarded as an uncommon to rare breeder in the Missouri 
River Valley region by Rapp et al (1958). Johnston (1964) notes 
that this species has been found breeding only along the Missouri 
River in extreme notheastern Kansas. 
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Mockingbird: Mimus polyglott08 (Linnaeus) - A nest of this species was 
found on 5 June near Hallam, in southern Lancaster County 
(Section 20, T-'7N, R-6E). It was in a young Mulberry tree 
about four feet from the ground and contained three eggs. A 
territorial Mockingbird was observed about three mile west of 
this location (Section 26, T-7N, R-5E) in the same habitat type 
(brushy, savanna-like) on 10 June but no nest was found. Bruner 
et al (1904) note that the Mockingbird has bred in Lincoln, and 
Fiala (1970) regards this species as a fairly' regula.r local sum-
mer resident of Gage County. 
Scarlet Tanager: Piranga olivacea (Gmelin) - A singing male was observed 
in the Wilderness Park a.rea south of Lincoln (Section 36, T-9N, 
R-6E) on 15 June. A nest could not be located and the tanager 
was neither seen nor heard again on a return visit to the area 
on 8 July. It is regarded as an uncommon to rare bird in this 
part of the state by Rapp et al (1958). There are apparently no 
breeding records for Lancaster County, even though Bruner 
(1896) originally listed it as a breeding bird for this county. 
Lark Bunting: Calamospiza melanocorys Stejneger - A pair of Lark Bunt-
ings was observed in an alfalfa field southwest of Princeton 
(Section 27, T-7N, R-6E) on 8 June. Two pair were observed 
in the same field on 10 June. No nests or young were ever found 
but both pair were still present in this field on 15 July 1970. 
Rapp et al (1958) note that this species has occurred in suitable 
habitat as far east as Lincoln, but records indicate that these 
occurrences have been sporadic. 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 
IN THE KEARNEY. NEBRASKA. AREA 
Although little attention had been given to them, the tell-tale drillings 
of the Yellow-belliedr Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus various) on some of the 
trees on the Kearney State College campus had 'been noted for a number 
of years. Several times, too, during winter months, the bird had been seen 
by biology teachers and students of the college, and the observations had 
been a matter of note in classes. Consequently it was decided that a stud~ 
of some depth concerning the workings of this woodpecker, off-campus 
as well as on-campus, might reveal worthwhile information. 
Data for this study were collected during the winter of 1964-1965, 
the objectives being to determine which trees had been attacked by the 
bird, the extent of the workings, and the relation of the dlrillings to some 
readily measureable factors. Detailed field work was accomplished by the 
senior author as part of his work in a course, "Biology Problems", under 
the supervision of the junior author. Both men cooperated in the writing 
of this paper. 
It was soon obvious from preliminary field trips that a number of the 
coniferous trees present in the area were frequented by sapsuckers. Deciduous 
trees in the same gen.eral area did not seem to be effected. The drillings of th.e 
species which we found consisted of rather regularly-spaced holes or pits 
with rows running horizontally as well as vertically. Some horizontal rows 
had only three or four holes, but others formed completed rings around the 
trees; the vertical patterns cons,isted of two to twenty or more holes, one 
above the other. Somewhat oval or egg shapedl, all drillings were located on 
the trunks of the trees, none being observed on any of the branches. 
Because availability and number of trees present, three study sites, con-
sisting stands of conifers, were selected for detailed studies. The first was a 
wind-break adjacent to the south sidle of U.S. Highway 30, about a half 
mile west of the city limits of Kearney; the second was a grove located 
several miles west of Kearney on the Dell Harris farm (the old 1733 
Ranch); and the third consisted of scattered plantings on the college campus 
and elsewhere within the city. 
The windbreak extended about three-fourths of a mile, and consisted 
of 919 trees of four specie's: red cedar (Juniperus viriginiana) , Austrian 
pine (Pinus laricio austriaca) , western yellow pine (Pinus ponderosa), and 
blue spruce (Picea pungens). These trees were arranged in an ord€rly pat-
tern of three rows running easterly to westerly, bordering the highway and 
following it as it curved. The row nearest the road was composed almost 
entirely of red cedars, with two Austrian pines and one western yellow 
pine being included at the we,stern end. The other two rows had all four 
species of trees mixed throughout the entire length. The grove on the Dell 
Harris farm covered about twenty acres and included 1763 trees, all red 
cedars. The scatteredl campus and city plantings included 194 individuals, 
of the same four species as found in the U.S. Highway 30 windbre'ak. 
All conifers included in this investigation, it should be added, were 
bona fide trees, and of some size. Saplings or new small plantings, none of 
which showed signs of the woodpecker's work, were omitted from this study. 
Table 1 gives some statistics concerning the sapsucker's use of the trees 
by species and by location. It will be noted that the bird had a decided 
preference for the Austrian pines and blue spruces, having drilled 93 % or 
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more of them. Only about 1 % of the red cedars were drilled and none of 
the few western yellow pines present in the samplings extribited evidence 
of drilling. 
Table 1. Trees Examined and Their Use by Sapsuckers 
Species of Tree Number Present Number AUacked % AUacked 
The Highway 30 Windbreak 
Red Cedar 645 7 1.1 
Austrian Pine 254 245 96.5 
Blue Spruce 13 13 100.0 
Western Yellow Pine 7 0 0.0 
The Dell Harris Grove 
Red Cedar 1763 13 0.7 
Kearney and the College Campus 
Red Cedar 107 1 0.9 
Austrian Pine 61 57 93.4 
Blue Spruce 26 25 96.2 
Western Yellow Pine 4 0 0.0 
Because of the presence of the pits on such a high proportion of the 
Austrian pines, and because of the large number of these trees available, 
they were selected for closer study to seek answers to other aspects of the 
bird's activities. For intense examination ten trees from the U.S. Highway 
30 windbreak and ten from the college campus and city of Kearney, all 
showing woodpecker work, were chosen at random. Twelve of these trees 
had their lower branches removed, ten being pruned to a height of 8 feet 
and the other two to a height of 6 feet and 11 feet respectively. The re-
maining eight trees were untrimmed. Each of the twenty trees was ex-
amined in detail at two levels: a one-foot section at a height between 5 and 
6 feet above ground, and a second similar one-foot section between 11 and 
12 feet. Each section was divided by compass into quarters (northwest, 
northeast, southeast, and southwest), and all holes occurring in each 
quarter were counted. 
As is indicated in Table 2, there was an interaction of some sort in-
volving altitude, the presence or absence of lower branches, and perhaps 
some other factors. On the trimmed trees the sapsucker did more drilling 
at the 11-12 foot portions of the trees than on the bare trunks below, but 
on the untrimmed trees it made more holes at the lower level. 
It was postulated that the behavior on trimmed trees may have been 
a response to cover, the bird boring more often in parts of the trees pro-
viding it with the protection of branches with their twigs and needles. 
Where adequate cover was present lower on the trees, however, the bird 
was not at all adverse to drilling rather close to the ground, the larger 
size of the trunk lower on the tree perhaps then being the critical factor. 
That trunk size was of some consequence to the bird was shown when a 
comparison was made of the holes drilled on trees of different sizes. In 
that case a direct correlation was found, the larger the trunk at either of 
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the two study levels, the greater the number of holes. However, the short 
distance (only 5 feet) between the 5-6 foot section and the 11-12 foot section 
hardly seems sufficient to explain all of the differences noted. Drillings 
higher up than 11 feet were not included in this study. 
Table 2. Average Numbers of Holes Drilled by Sapsuckers 
QUIU"ten 
Level HW liE SE SW Entire Section 
On 12 Trimmed Trees 
5-6 feet 49.0 54.0 51.3 53.9 208.2 
11-12 feet 66.8 63.3 64.3 65.8 260.2 
On 8 Untrimmed: Trees 
5-6 feet 64.2 64.5 66.8 65.9 261.4 
11-12 feet 53.1 50.5 52.5 55.8 211.9 
This investigation gave no clue concerning the reason for the ahsence 
of holes on any of the branches. This situation does not obtain everywhere. 
The data concerning the number o.f ho.les as related to co.mpass direc-
tion were subjected to. statistical chi-square testing procedures. As o.ne 
might almo.st surmise·fro.m the averages given in Table 2, results thereo.f 
sho.wed no evidence that the bird "favo.red" o.ne directio.n o.ver the other. 
As far as co.mpass directio.n was co.ncerned, the drillings were made at ran-
do.m on the trees studied. James Tate in his do.ctoral dissertatio.n, "Foraging 
Behavior of the Eastern Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius 
varius) ", completed in 1969 at the University o.f Nebraska, also. fo.und no. 
directio.nal preferences, either in summer o.r in winter feeding o.f the bird. 
The writers wish to. ackno.wledge the interest expressed in o.ur study 
by Dr. James Tate, no.w at the Co.rnell Laborato.ry o.f Ornitho.Io.gy. While 
do.ing graduate wo.rk at thE1 University o.f Nebraska he visited o.ur study 
sites at Kearney, and was mo.st interested in the observatio.ns we had made. 
Joel T. Hiatt 
Staff Sergeant" U.S. Army 
Universal City, Texas 
John C. W. Bliese 
Professor of Biology 
Kearney State College 
NOTES' 
CATTLE EGRET. On AprH 24, 197i I o.bserved my seco.nd Cattle 
Egret in York Co.unty. (The one seen in spring o.f 1969 was reportedl in 
NBR 37:47.) I had been told that there was o.ne in a basin about two. miles 
from where I live two. days earlier, but I couldn't find it the first time I 
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looked.1 did finally find it in the basin where it was first reported. It was 
in the ditch, right by the road, very tame, and easily identified by the red-
dish brown patches over the top and on the breast. Since that date I have 
seen one several times in my own large basin and following my cattle. I 
presume it to be the same bird, as these basins are within a mile and a half 
of each other and I haven't been able to find it again in the basin where 
I first saw it. It is still here (May 7). Yesterday one of my 4-H Bird Club 
members called me to report another one about seven miles west of my home. 
I looked for it but didn't find it, but I am sure from the descriptipon that 
it Was another Cattle Egret. 
- Lee Morris, Benedict 
April 30, 1971 one of our local residents came to get me to identify a 
bird that had been in his horse lot for about two weeks. He thought it be-
longed to the crane family. I fully expected to find a Snowy or Common 
Egret, but to my surprise it turned out to be a Cattle Egret. The small size 
of the bird plus the rusty top of the head and down the front, coupled with 
the yellow beak and black legs makes it unmistakable. It was quite unafraid 
and we could approach it real closely. It seems to come in for a time each 
morning and again in the evenings. There is a small stream that runs 
through the lot and it seems to like to feed there. That evening it seemed 
a little more cagey. 
- Mrs. Kermit S. Swanson. Aurora 
On May 3, 1971, five large white birds were observed among the cattle 
on the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Bingham, near Davey in northern Lan-
caster County. They were first seen by Mr. R. H. Cozad, and latter by the 
ijingham family and some of their neighbors. On May 4, I photographed the 
birds and identified them as Cattle Egrets. They had the typical pink-orange 
bills, legs, and feet. All were in full nuptial plumage: light rusty on head, 
back, and breast. Their posture was very erect while standing or walking. 
Graceful short flights from cow to cow were frequent. They could not be 
closely approached either on foot or by car without their flying a few 
hundred feet away. The birds left on May 5. 
-Dr. Norma G. Johnson, Lincoln 
On May 24, 1971, Perry Roper, one of my students, and I found five 
Cattle Egrets (Bubulcusibis) in the Jack Cary pastures, east of the road 
north from the Odessa interchange, and north of the Union Pacific Wayside 
Area. We watched the birds with binoculars and a telescope for about fifteen 
minutes, until they flew out of range. The birds were feeding in tall grasses 
and moved about somewhat. They were at times as close as 150 yards and 
at other times about 200 yards from us, and at least far from the nearest 
cattle. They formed a rather compact assemblage the entire time. Two of 
the birds had the buff- crown, back, and breast of breeding adults. I informed 
the Jack Carys (who are in-laws of my daughter) of our observation and a 
few days later Mrs. Cary reported that she had seen five Cattle Egerts on 
May 26, and several times shortly after that, and Mr. Gary and my son-
in-law stated they saw a flock of eight of these birds in the same pastures 
on June 9. 
--John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Mrs. Floyd J. Patton of Wymore died September 10. She had been a 
member of NOU since 1937. She had been active in observing and reporting 
on birds in the Gage County area, had attended many of the meetings, and 
had been active in the management of NOU, serving as Treasurer in the 
early 1950's, when the financial problems of the society were more serious 
than they are now. Her Iast office was as President in 1961-62. 
Dr. Howard Doole of Lincoln, who had been a member since 1959, died 
this fall after a long illness. Until his illness prevented it, he had been 
active both locally and in attendance at NOU meetings, and the last few 
years he and Mrs. Doole had served as reporters for the migration reports 
from Lancaster County. 
